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OUR VISION

OUR MISSION is to achieve a better walking 

environment and inspire people to walk more

Our key measure of success will be more 

people walking

One of the challenges we're helping 

pedestrians to face across the country is:

PAVEMENT PARKING

A nation where walking is the natural choice 

for everyday local journeys
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PAVEMENT PARKING
Why effective parking management matters

Pavement parking sometimes forces 

pedestrians into the path of oncoming traffic.

It also:

• Introduces the risk of trips and falls and of 

litigation

• Damages footways not designed to take the 

weight of vehicles, increasing maintenance 

costs







THE LEGAL 

FRAMEWORK

• Driving on pavements is illegal, but in most 

places parking on pavements is legal

• Pavement parking is banned throughout the 32 

London boroughs and the city of London under 

the greater London (general purposes) Act 1974

• Outside London in parking on footways is 

banned in Exeter through the use of a local bye-

law the Exeter city act 1987



THE LEGAL 

FRAMEWORK

• Traffic Management Act (2004) decriminalised 

parking and prohibits double parking and 

parking on dropped kerbs

• Local authorities can use the Road Traffic 

Regulation Act 1984 to restrict or prohibit 

pavement parking on individual streets by the 

making of a traffic regulation order (TRO)

• But system is flawed…..

continued…



RECOGNISING THE 

PROBLEM is only the first step

“The Government must grip the problem of 

pavement parking once and for all and ensure 

that it is outlawed throughout the country… 

rather than relying on the use of individual 

traffic regulation orders on specific streets and 

local acts to impose a ban.”

Transport Select Committee (2006)



ACTION IS OVERDUE...

“We recognise that that parking restrictions 

should reflect local circumstance’. However, in 

areas such as pavement parking, where there 

is a confusing patchwork approach across the 

country, local authorities must ensure that they 

communicate clearly to motorists. The needs 

of pedestrians must be considered alongside 

other road users” 

Transport Select Committee (2014)



PRIVATE MEMBER'S 

BILLS

Attempts to re-introduce pavement 

parking legislation

• 2014 – a Private Member's Bill is 

tabled by Martin Horwood MP

• 2015 – a second Private Member’s 

Bill is tabled by Simon Hoare MP



THE TRANSPORT 

(SCOTLAND) BILL

• Published 11 June 2018, 

introduces a national ban on 

pavement and double parking

• To be accompanied by nationwide 

awareness raising campaign

• Prohibitions will come in on a region 

by region basis across Scotland 



WHAT'S THE SITUATION 

IN ENGLAND?





www.livingstreets.org.uk/what-you-can-
do/campaigns/pavements-for-people









THANK YOU!
Rachel.Lee@livingstreets.org.uk


